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Iar-~clv of labourers, to save itself from the tyranny of
the*dominant social group, the Europeans. Similarly the satya-
~-c.Iia at Vykom (in the Travancore State) was also success-
hillv fought, under Gandhiji's guidance, to remove the social
'vranny of the caste Hindus and vindicate the civil rights of
the untouchables.

For a social group subjected to an unjust discriminating
treatment the most effective way of redress is some form of
non-violent resistance. Gandhiji often explained how violent
social outbreaks, Hindu-Muslim riots and the like, could be
quelled non-violently. To deal non-violently with communal
disturbances he advocated, in 1938, the formation of peace
brigades, i.e., corps of volunteers pledged to non-violence in
thought, word and deed. In the case of a disturbance, if persua-
sion fails, Gandhiji expects these satyagrahis to act as shock
troops and make an offering of themselves in the conflagration.
They should cheerfully bend their heads to receive violent blows
of the infuriated combatants and thus try to save the situation.
But to be successful these satyagrahis must have qualified for
this sacrifice by a long period of peace .propaganda and
of selfless constructive service of the various communities in the
locality. In this sendee there should be no distinction between
one's own co-religionists and others belonging to different
faiths.1

Throughout his long public life in India Gandhiji strove
hard to bring about communal unity. On a number of occasions
he resorted to fasting to bring communal violence under control.
In Noakhali, his technique was village-to-village pilgrimage to
carry the message of peace and goodwill and fearlessness to the
people. But the success of his fasts and other non-violent ways
of establishing peace has to be understood in the context of his
life of utterly selfless service of the masses over a long period.

On several occasions he advised the Jews and the Negroes
to practise non-violent resistance against racial discrimination
and other forms of injustice.2

1 H., July 21, 1940, p. 215; July 13, 1940, p. 200; March 26, 1938,
p. 54.
2H., March 14, 1936, pp. 38, 40; Nov. 26, 1938, pp. 352-53; Dec. 17,
1938, pp. 381, 384; and May 27, 1939, p. 138.